English 101: Composition 1 (3 credits) 
BVHS

Fall 2012

Contact information 
Instructor:  Matt Christensen 

Classroom:  129
Phone:  582.3211 (BVHS); 351.6234 (cell) 

 “Office hours”:  7:15 a.m. daily and during periods 6 & 8 (and by appointment)*
Email:  matthew.christensen@k12.sd.us**
* We are not born with an innate ability to write, and we are certainly not born with an ability to write about media, art, literature, sports, etcetera.  In recognition of this fact, I offer many opportunities to meet with me about your writing.  Most professors’/bosses’ opinions of you will soar if you remain curious, impressed, and ambitious.  If you are half as enthusiastic about learning in this class as I am teaching it, all will go very well.

** Email me often.  Ask.  Seek.  Occasionally, I will ask you to email me your work.  We hope to give you all school email addresses/accounts to use at school and elsewhere.  I will not print documents for you, so if you have printer problems at home, send your document to your school email account and print from a school computer.
Course description 
Practice in the skills, research, and documentation needed for effective academic writing. Includes analysis of a variety of academic and non-academic texts, rhetorical structures, and audience. 

Course prerequisites 
Appropriate student placement based on entry-level assessment (ACT or Compass) and completion of English 11 or Honors English 11; main office approval. 

Course learning goals and objectives 
This course meets the SD Board of Regents General Education Goal Number 1: 

“Students will write effectively and responsibly and will understand and interpret the writing of others.” 

As a result of taking this class, students will: 

1. Write using standard American English, including correct punctuation, 
grammar, and sentence structure; 
To meet outcome 1, students will 

· compose formal essays that demonstrate standard, edited American English; 
· participate in workshops directed at improving their use of standard, edited American English;

· participate in student-teacher conferences that will address each student’s individual strengths and weaknesses in the use of standard, edited American English. 

Notice any connotation shifts?  Any tone shifts?
2. Write logically; 
To meet outcome 2, students will 
· compose formal essays that have a defined structure and follow a logical organization;

· participate in workshops directed at revising their own writing on a global level and improving the logical structure of their writing; 

· participate in student-teacher conferences that will address each student’s individual strengths and weaknesses in global revision. 

3. Write persuasively, with a variety of rhetorical strategies (e.g., expository, 
descriptive, argumentative); 
To meet outcome 3, students will 
· compose formal essays that incorporate a variety of rhetorical strategies; 
· compose formal essays that display the ability to summarize and synthesize the arguments of others and respond critically to those arguments; 
· analyze the needs of their reading audiences and anticipate how best to match audience needs to a writer’s given situation and purpose through employing a variety of rhetorical strategies; 
· participate in student-teacher conferences that will address each student’s individual strengths and weaknesses in audience analysis. 

4. Incorporate formal research and documentation into their writing, including research 
obtained through modern, technology-based research tools. 
To meet learning goal number 4, students will 

· compose a formal research essay that incorporates specific evidence and details to support their claims; 
· compose a formal research essay in which the evidence is sufficiently developed; 
· compose a formal research essay in which all outside sources are properly documented; 
· participate in workshops that assess a variety of information sources available through the library and the Internet; 
· participate in workshops on more effectively integrating outside source materials into their own writing; 

· participate in student-teacher conferences that will address each student’s individual strengths and weaknesses in research and documentation. 

This course also meets SD Board of Regents General Education Goal Number 7: 

“Students will recognize when information is needed and have the ability to locate, organize, critically evaluate, and effectively use information from a variety of sources with intellectual integrity.” 

As a result of taking this course, students will: 

1. Determine the extent of information needed; 
2. Access the needed information effectively and efficiently; 

3. Evaluate information and its sources critically; 
4. Use information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose; 
5. Use information in an ethical and legal manner. 
To meet outcomes 1-5, students will 

· compose a formal research essay that incorporates specific evidence and details to support their claims; 
· compose a formal research essay in which the evidence is sufficiently developed; 
· compose a formal research essay in which all outside sources are properly documented; 
· participate in workshops that assess a variety of information sources available through the library and the Internet; 
· participate in workshops on more effectively integrating outside source materials into their own writing. 
· participate in student-teacher conferences that will address each student’s individual strengths and weaknesses in research and documentation. 

Analyzing me and my delivery?

Description of instructional methods 
This course makes use of various instructional methods including lecture, workshops, discussion, peer review of written work, and the employment of electronic resources. 

Course requirements 
Texts (provided): 
Lunsford, Andrea L. The St. Martin’s Handbook. 6th Edition. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s,
2008.
Shostak, Jerome. Vocabulary Workshop: New Edition. New York: Sadlier-Oxford, 2005 

Class attendance: 
It is your responsibility to manage your absences and to acquire work missed.  Work hard to keep up.  Ask about missed work before school or before bell, not during class.  This is a college-credit course, so your near-perfect attendance cannot make you exempt from a final exam.
What does this syllabus “say” subliminally—or imply?
What can you “read between the lines”?
Contrast with any other subject or teacher?
Why this font?  Why this order?  
Has this document been polished?  Does it demonstrate passion?  Does it offer proof of _____?
Plagiarism:                                (Why is this section not deemed “Academic Honesty” or…?)
In an academic community, we all need to establish trust in our intellectual pursuits. Academic honesty is of utmost importance, to the integrity of a university/school as well as to you as a student. Anyone who represents themselves as the author of another’s ideas and/or language commits academic dishonesty, and more particularly, plagiarism. Thus if you submit work, in part or in whole, that is not your own, whether borrowed, bought, or stolen from a published source or peer, you will receive a zero (not an “F”) for the assignment and face further disciplinary action, including immediate failure of the course. This applies to ALL work in the course, including written exercises and essays. To avoid charges of plagiarism, ask for help if and when you need it, but be sure that the final work you submit for a grade represents your effort and learning and not someone else’s. During the course, special attention will be given to correct source citation and paraphrasing techniques so that you can avoid “unintentional” plagiarism, which, nonetheless, in this course and any other course, carries the same penalties as intentional plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a big deal because it is the theft of ideas.  Ideas help us make money.  Thus, plagiarism = stealing.  You would not steal a professor’s car.  
Late work: 
Assignments turned in after the due date will lose at least 10% for the first day they are late and 5% for each subsequent day, including weekends.  For example, if an assignment is due Tuesday but you submit it Friday, you will lose at least 20%.  Hence, if the work is assessed at 85% but is one day late, it will earn 75%.  (Late work may also be graded at the instructor’s discretion based on various factors including, but not limited to: numbers of days late; reason for lateness; quality and/or length of late work; alignment to directions; and student’s history of late work.)  
Recycled work: 
All work submitted for a grade must be original to this course unless approved by me. In other words, do not recycle work from other courses without prior approval. 

What is revealing about this syllabus? Contrast with Sittig’s or Sazama’s?
Evaluation procedures: assessments 

Assessment in this class will be based on five formal writing projects, as well as written exercises, quizzes, class preparedness/participation. 

The System General Education criteria are assessed in the following manner: 

1) Writing using standard American English, including correct punctuation, grammar and sentence structure; 

2) Writing logically; 

3) Writing persuasively, with a variety of rhetorical strategies (e.g., expository, argumentative, descriptive); 

These three criteria are assessed through evaluation of the content and form of students’ formal assignments. 
4) Incorporating formal research and documentation into their writing, including research obtained through modern, technology-based research tools.

This criterion is primarily assessed through evaluation of the research paper, although it is also present to a smaller degree in other writing assignments. 

Evaluation procedures: performance standards and grading
Your final course grade will be based on my evaluation of your performance on the following graded activities, described in detail in forthcoming documents.  Final grades will be permanently recorded on Northern State University transcripts.  Note: All assignments must be completed for you to earn a passing grade for the course. 
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15% Participation/Preparedness/Forums/Reflection blog tasks
15% Quizzes—syntax, vocabulary, content
10% Essay 1 (Essays are in “Project” category on Skyward)

10% Essay 2 

10% Essay 3 

10% Essay 4

10% Essay 5 

20% Final Exam 

100% 

Course grading scale 
A = 90-100% 

B = 80-89% 

C = 70-79% 

D = 60-69% 

F = 59% or less 

Participation 
To earn the total number of points possible for class participation: write meticulous notes constantly (what I say, what a classmate says, reflections/responses you have during class); pay thoughtful attention, nodding, frowning, and otherwise responding non-verbally; volunteer responses during class discussions; and lastly, but most importantly, treat your classmates with respect and expect the same from them.  If during the discussion (especially forum quizzes) over the assigned readings or tasks it is apparent you have not read the assignment or completed any corresponding written exercises, you will lose points for preparedness. 

Forums (more frequent in 210) demand your full preparation and insight:

F = Speak never and submit a minimum/copied/rote/verbatim script; never
articulate (speak) vocabulary book terms and editing terminology
D = Speak once and submit a modest script; never articulate (speak) vocabulary

book terms and editing terminology

C = Speak twice and submit a committed script; occasionally articulate (speak)

vocabulary book terms and editing terminology
B = Speak three times and submit an impressive script; usually articulate (speak)

vocabulary book terms and editing terminology

A = Speak four times and submit a remarkable script (samples forthcoming);

always articulate (speak) vocabulary book terms and editing terminology
Note: some days we will work on the computer.  Do not surf the Internet or work on another class’s assignments. Doing so or showing in any other way that you are not fully engaged in class will result in your earning zero points for participation and thus jeopardize your course grade. 
What can you infer about me from this syllabus? Different from Lovrien?
Essays 
You will plan, draft, revise, and edit five formal essays. Specific instructions will be given for each of the five essay assignments.  Each essay is a substantial percentage of your grade, so read and heed all directions intently.  Work hard to improve your abilities.
Peer Review Workshop 
For each assigned essay, you will participate in a peer review workshop in which you will read and comment on peers’ drafts regarding the organization and development of their topics, as well as various editing concerns. In turn, your peers will comment on your drafts. You may not participate for full credit in a peer review (i.e., read your peers’ drafts) if you come to class without a draft. Finally, you must be present during the peer review to get feedback on your draft (i.e., you cannot turn your draft in early, knowing you’ll be absent from class.) The exception to this is if you will be absent from class because of a school-related activity. In this instance, you must notify me via email at least one class period before the peer review day to make alternate arrangements. Anyone failing to bring in a completed peer review draft or anyone missing a peer review day will lose one letter grade on the corresponding essay assignment.  Occasionally, your homework will be to add passion, polish, proof to another’s essay.
Final exam 
We will review for the final exam, which will consist largely of you demonstrating you have acquired the knowledge and skills presented in this course.
Steps to your success

Please take advantage of your resources.  You have a lot of help available to you.  I have tried to design the course with your success in mind.  The only thing, though, that will make you succeed in this course is you.  If you do the work and ask for help when you need it, you will do well.  If you find at any point in this course that you need help in any area, contact me immediately.  

Course invitation

This class is your class: its success depends largely on you.  If everyone puts a sincere effort into it, it will surely be a lively, energetic class.  So, I will depend on you.
Formulating analytical statements yet? Similar to Sazama’s?
Disability availability statement:
Northern State University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can thrive.  If you have any type of disability for which you require accommodations, please contact Karen Gerety at the NSU Office of Disability Services (ODS) as soon as possible to discuss your particular needs.

The mission of the Office of Disability Services is to provide equal access to university programs, as mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Any student requesting accommodations must submit adequate documentation of disability before accommodations can be provided.

Contact Information for the ODS:

Phone: 605-626-2371; E-mail: geretyk@northern.edu; Location:  Graham Hall 202; FAX: 605-626-3399

Academic freedom statement—“Freedom in Learning”:
Under Board of Regents and University policy student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic standards should contact the College of Arts and Science Dean to initiate a review of the evaluation.
Diversity statement 
Northern State University strives to build an academic community of people from diverse backgrounds and experiences who are committed to sharing diverse ideas in a mutually respectful environment. We value open discourse and consideration of multiple perspectives on issues of regional, national, and international importance, in which individuals are free to express their points of view. Our goal is a diverse learning community with equal opportunity for all. 

Tentative weekly course schedule (daily breakdown available at http://mc053.k12.sd.us) 

Prepare each reading assignment before coming to class. If classes are cancelled, prepare the material for the next class. In other words, presume that we will stay on schedule. Any necessary adjustments to the schedule will be announced in class. 


Where is a section’s connotation most interesting?
Salient scheduling statements
1. “Term Tuesday” will be every Tuesday—we will focus intently on a single term that will be useful in this course and future college experiences.  In other words, the terms we select for “Term Tuesdays” will be high frequency, important terms.

2. “Words Wednesday” vocabulary quiz will be every Wednesday—each short writing and each formal essay must include six or more vocabulary workshop words.
3. “Thoughts Thursday” will be every other Thursday—you will have a reflection blog task due before midnight.  You will type 300+ words reflecting on a concept we discussed, whether briefly or at length, that struck you as particularly fascinating and relevant.  I might offer a topic, but you may type on others.
4. Usually, essays will be due the last day of a week.  I will grade them quickly, so we can correct/improve/expand/polish the essays gradually.
Before and after all essays are due, we will improve them.  

All essays are “due,” but never “done.”
1-8; 31-35 St. Martin’s Sections
Week 1 Sentences: Grammatical classification (590); Functional classification (591);
Rhetorical classification (592); & ACT-style exercises
Week 2 Sentences: Grammatical classification; Functional classification; Rhetorical

classification; & ACT-style exercises (we hope you earn your best score)
18; 22-23 St. Martin’s Sections
Week 3 The Art of Styling Sentences & polished paragraphs workshops
Week 4 Modern Language Association (MLA) style documentation workshops; 
Essay 1 due Thursday, September 13: Classification and Division (p. 119)
36-41 St. Martin’s Sections
Week 5 More sophisticated syntax workshops
Week 6 T-charts; Binary oppositions; Venn diagrams; Juxtapositions
Essay 2 due Friday, September 28: Comparison & Contrast (p. 120)

Analyzing this syllabus thoroughly? Contrast with Mr. Hogie’s?
9-17; 42-45 St. Martin’s Sections
Week 7 Editing exercises & workshops; DirecTV “If…then…” commercials
Week 8 Unexplained/unanalyzed phenomena: “Why ________?” workshops
Week 9 Essay 3 due Friday, October 19: Cause & Effect (p.121)
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26-30 St. Martin’s Sections
Week 10 Passion, polish, proof workshops
Week 11 Specific over general workshops
46-51 St. Martin’s Sections


Week 12 Nuanced punctuation workshops
Week 13 Story-telling techniques—becoming a narrator!  Golding, Kesey, Martel,

Morrison, Hemingway, Chopin, & Shakespeare will show us brilliance in 210.
Essay 4 due Friday, November 9: Narration (p. 116)
52-55 St. Martin’s Sections
Week 14 Polishing strategies workshops & Logos-Ethos-Pathos (The Three Musketeers)

Week 15 C.H.E.S.S. argument strategies workshops
Week 16 Essay 5 due Friday, November 30: Argumentation
Week 17 Writing for money: The $2000 skull helmet & the $1500 bat removal 
I want you to win with words.
61-66 St. Martin’s Sections

Week 18 Writing in all college courses & professional writing 
FINAL EXAM: ______________ (50 multiple choice—identify artistic writing strategies)
Other contact/technology information: 

· Facebook: “Brandon Valley Christensen” until you graduate.

I use Facebook.  I will not ask students to be “friends” on Facebook, but if you “friend request” me, I will accept.  I offer reminders, extra credit opportunities, and other class-related information in my “status.”  (I sometimes brag about my kids too.)  “Facebook friends” does not equal “actual friends.”  Yet, I will always be friendly online and in person, assuredly.  Typically, I login to Facebook every other night.  Technology is wonderful when used for productive purposes.  I use technology to offer students every avenue to get help.  “Matt Christensen” if you wish to keep in touch after you graduate.
· Website: http://mc053.k12.sd.us

Go to this site often to keep up with class.  I will link lectures, powerpoints, documents, notes, and handouts at this address.  I keep my lesson plans updated.  There are due date reminders at this site, too.  Extra credit opportunities may be found at the bottom of the lesson plans site.  There will be good reason to go to the lesson plans site: to check what you missed if you were gone, to predict what to do if you know you will be absent, and to get a vision of where the class is headed.

· Blog: http://scholarlynx.blogspot.com

You will have many blog tasks to complete throughout the school year.  These are homework.  We work on becoming “scholarly.”  I will announce that these tasks are posted at least a week in advance of their due dates, so you should be able to get to the library computers if you do not have one at home.  You may create a Google account, which allows you to login.  Or, you may simply submit as “Anonymous”; if you submit as “Anonymous,” you will need to type your name into your comment so I can identify and assess your work.  Email me blog tasks if for some reason you cannot access the blog.  As a last resort, blog tasks may be written on paper.  All blog tasks will contribute meaningfully to class discussions, essay progress, grammar workshops, and so on.  Many require that you write 300+ words.  Some may require you to go on a “webquest” of sorts, reading sites to which I direct you and searching for information on assigned topics.  If a blog task is announced as being due on Tuesday, October 25, it must be completed at/before 11:59 p.m. on that day or it will be considered “late.”  Many colleges are using online formats to supplement class work; “Desire to Learn” (or D2L) and “Oncourse” are common programs used at universities.  Using this class blog will help you be ready for collegiate academic standards and collegiate independence, I vow.

· Wikispace: http://scholarlynx.wikispaces.com

I have linked nearly every handout, exercise, & powerpoint at this site so you may access what you miss, lose, or wish to see before units begin.  Click on the appropriate unit name on the left hand column of this wiki.  (A “wiki” is a site that many people can create & change collaboratively.)  I update/change documents often to improve your experience.  Sometimes, I may direct you to download documents from this site.  Go to it often.  

Work hard.  Learn a lot.
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