English 210:  Introduction to Literature (3 credits)
BVHS 
Spring 2013
Contact information 
Instructor:  Matt Christensen 

Classroom:  129

Phone:  582.3211 (BVHS); 351.6234 (cell) 

 “Office hours”:  7:15 a.m. daily and during periods 6 & 8 (and by appointment)*

Email:  matthew.christensen@k12.sd.us**

* We are not born with an innate ability to write, and we are certainly not born with an ability to write about literature and other arts.  In recognition of this fact, I offer many opportunities to meet with me about your progress.  Most professors’/bosses’ opinions of you will soar if you remain curious, impressed, and ambitious.  If you are half as enthusiastic about learning in this class as I am teaching it, all will go very well.
** Email me often.  Ask.  Seek.  Occasionally, I will ask you to email me your work.  We hope to give you all school email addresses to use here and elsewhere.

Course description
Readings in fiction, poetry, and drama to acquaint students with literature and aesthetic form.
Course prerequisites

English 101: Composition 1 (or English 11/Honors English 11); main office approval.
Course learning goals and objectives

Students successfully completing this course will have met SD Board of Regents General Education Goal 4:  Students will understand the diversity and complexity of the human experience through the study of the arts and humanities.

As a result of taking this course, students will 

· [Student Learning Outcome 1:]  demonstrate knowledge of the diversity of values, beliefs, and ideas embodied in the human experience.

· [Student Learning Outcome 2:]  identify and explain basic concepts of literary expression and interpretation.

In any given section of English 210, students will be able to do at least one of the following:

· [Student Learning Outcome 3:]  identify and explain the contributions of other cultures from the perspective of literary expression.

· [Student Learning Outcome 4:]  demonstrate creative and aesthetic understanding.

· [Student Learning Outcome 5:]  explain and interpret formal and stylistic elements of literary art.

Description of instructional methods
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This course will include occasional lecture but most class meetings will include in-class writing and discussions/forums led by the instructor; also included are small-group and/or student-led discussions.

Course requirements

Texts (provided):


Lord of the Flies by William Golding (novel)

One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest by Ken Kesey (novel)

Life of Pi by Yann Martel (novel)

The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison (novel)

The Tragedy of Othello, the Moor of Venice by William Shakespeare (play)

Literature: Reading, Reacting, Writing. 6th Edition. Edited by Laurie G. Kirszner &

Stephen Mandell (anthology)
Plagiarism: 

In an academic community, we all need to establish trust in our intellectual pursuits. Academic honesty is of utmost importance, to the integrity of a university/school as well as to you as a student. Anyone who represents themselves as the author of another’s ideas and/or language commits academic dishonesty, and more particularly, plagiarism. Thus if you submit work, in part or in whole, that is not your own, whether borrowed, bought, or stolen from a published source or peer, you will receive a zero (not an “F”) for the assignment and face further disciplinary action, including immediate failure of the course. This applies to ALL work in the course, including written exercises and essays. To avoid charges of plagiarism, ask for help if and when you need it, but be sure that the final work you submit for a grade represents your effort and learning and not someone else’s. During the course, special attention will be given to correct source citation and paraphrasing techniques so that you can avoid “unintentional” plagiarism, which, nonetheless, in this course and any other course, carries the same penalties as intentional plagiarism.  Plagiarism is a big deal because it is the theft of ideas.  Ideas help us make money.  Thus, plagiarism = stealing.  You would not steal a professor’s car.  

Late work: 

Assignments turned in after the due date will lose at least 10% for the first day they are late and 5% for each subsequent day, including weekends.  For example, if an assignment is due Tuesday but you submit it Friday, you will lose at least 20%.  Hence, if the work is assessed at 85% but is one day late, it will earn 75%.  (Late work may also be graded at the instructor’s discretion based on various factors including, but not limited to: numbers of days late; reason for lateness; quality and/or length of late work; alignment to directions; and student’s history of late work.)  

Evaluation procedures:  assessments
To demonstrate that they have met SD Board of Regents General Education Goal 4 (stated above), students in this course will

· respond to the reading assignments in the form of short response papers, reading guides, or formal papers (involving all course outcomes above:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5).

· participate actively in class discussions (both large- and small-group) in which they compare their initial responses to the literary works (expressed in response papers or written exercises) to those of their peers and their instructor, and in which they engage in the higher-order analysis of the assigned readings that will prepare them to demonstrate the learning outcomes (above) expected on unit exams, the final exam, and the term paper (involving all course outcomes above:  1, 2, 3, 4, 5)

· experience at least two examinations in which they

i. demonstrate their completion and recall of all the course’s reading assignments (prerequisite to all five course outcomes); 

ii. accurately apply the basic terminology of literary analysis introduced during class discussion (outcome 2);

iii. accurately relate each literary work to the author, period, social and cultural context, and national tradition to which it belongs (outcome 3);

iv. differentiate among and compare the values, beliefs, and ideas expressed in literary works representative of culturally or economically defined gender and social-class roles (outcome 3);
v. do one or more of the following:

· compare the values, beliefs, and ideas expressed in literary works representative of diverse national traditions and of different historical eras (outcome 1);

· examine diverse and subtle moral or ethical patterns of interpersonal relationships expressed through the literary imagination (outcome 1);

· produce literary interpretations that evince their comprehension of the formal, aesthetic principles basic to creative literary expression, as well as the critical reading comprehension skills of university-level academics (outcomes 2, 4, 5).

Evaluation procedures: performance standards and grading
Your final course grade will be based on my evaluation of your performance on the following graded activities, described in detail in forthcoming documents.  Final grades will be permanently recorded on Northern State University transcripts.  Note: All assignments must be completed for you to earn a passing grade for the course. 
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            Chief Bromden
20% Participation/Preparedness/Forums/Reflection blog

            
20% Quizzes—vocabulary, book content

20% Unit Exam 1 (“Project” category on Skyward)


20% Unit Exam 2 (“Project” category on Skyward)
20% Final Exam 

100% 

Participation 
To earn the total number of points possible for class participation: write meticulous notes constantly (what I say, what a classmate says, reflections/responses you have during class); pay thoughtful attention, nodding, frowning, and otherwise responding non-verbally; volunteer responses during class discussions; and lastly, but most importantly, treat your classmates with respect and expect the same from them.  If during the discussion (especially forum quizzes) over the assigned readings or tasks it is apparent you have not read the assignment or completed any corresponding written exercises, you will lose points for preparedness. 

Forums demand your full preparation and insight:


F = Speak never and submit a minimum/copied/rote/verbatim script; never

articulate (speak) vocabulary book terms and literary devices; never show textual proof to support your assertions.
D = Speak once and submit a modest script; never articulate (speak) vocabulary

book terms and literary devices; never show textual proof to support your assertions.

C = Speak twice and submit a committed script; occasionally articulate (speak)

vocabulary book terms and literary devices; occasionally show textual proof to support your assertions.
B = Speak three times and submit an impressive script; usually articulate (speak)

vocabulary book terms and literary devices; usually show textual proof to support your assertions.

A = Speak four times and submit a remarkable script (samples forthcoming);

always articulate (speak) vocabulary book terms and literary devices; always show textual proof to support your assertions.
Course grading scale 
A = 90-100% 

B = 80-89% 

C = 70-79% 

D = 60-69% 

F = 59% or less 

Note: some days we will work on the computer.  Do not surf the Internet or work on another class’s assignments. Doing so or showing in any other way that you are not fully engaged in class will result in your earning zero points for participation and thus jeopardize your course grade. 

Regular preparation for and participation in class discussions.  This class will consist almost exclusively of discussion, with only occasional and brief lecturing.  Discussions will be conducted with the class as a whole or in small breakout groups of three to five students.  For all class meetings, students are expected to be prepared, by having completed the assigned reading for each day.  The course will be conducted in such a way that lack of preparation will be noticeable, and it will count against you if it occurs repeatedly.  Students are urged to volunteer to lead class discussion (for the whole or just a part of a class meeting), or to stage a presentation (individually or in groups—such as a dramatic reading of a scene, a panel discussion, or a scripted dialogue), after giving me an at least one-week notice.  Those who do volunteer will receive a significant grade bonus for this 20% portion of the course grade.  
Class attendance: 

It is your responsibility to manage your absences and to acquire work missed.  Work hard to keep up.  Ask about missed work before school or before bell, not during class.  This is a college-credit course, so your near-perfect attendance cannot make you exempt from a final exam.
Final exam 
We will review for the final exam, which will consist largely of you demonstrating you have acquired the knowledge and skills presented in this course.

Steps to your success

Please take advantage of your resources.  You have a lot of help available to you.  I have tried to design the course with your success in mind.  The only thing, though, that will make you succeed in this course is you.  If you do the work and ask for help when you need it, you will do well.  If you find at any point in this course that you need help in any area, contact me immediately.  

Course invitation

This class is your class: its success depends largely on you.  If everyone puts a sincere effort into it, it will surely be a lively, energetic class.  So, I will depend on you.

Disability availability statement:
Northern State University recognizes its responsibility for creating an institutional climate in which students with disabilities can thrive.  If you have any type of disability for which you require accommodations, please contact Karen Gerety at the NSU Office of Disability Services (ODS) as soon as possible to discuss your particular needs.

The mission of the Office of Disability Services is to provide equal access to university programs, as mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973.  Any student requesting accommodations must submit adequate documentation of disability before accommodations can be provided.

Contact Information for the ODS:

Phone: 605-626-2371; E-mail: geretyk@northern.edu; Location:  Graham Hall 202; FAX: 605-626-3399

Academic freedom statement—“Freedom in Learning”:

Under Board of Regents and University policy student academic performance may be evaluated solely on an academic basis, not on opinions or conduct in matters unrelated to academic standards. Students should be free to take reasoned exception to the data or views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are enrolled. Students who believe that an academic evaluation reflects prejudiced or capricious consideration of student opinions or conduct unrelated to academic standards should contact the College of Arts and Science Dean to initiate a review of the evaluation.
Diversity statement 
Northern State University strives to build an academic community of people from diverse backgrounds and experiences who are committed to sharing diverse ideas in a mutually respectful environment. We value open discourse and consideration of multiple perspectives on issues of regional, national, and international importance, in which individuals are free to express their points of view. Our goal is a diverse learning community with equal opportunity for all. 
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“Battle of the Minds” by Andrea Offermann

                    Laurence Fishburne as Othello
Tentative weekly course schedule (daily breakdown available at http://mc053.k12.sd.us) 
Prepare each reading assignment before coming to class. If classes are cancelled, prepare the material for the next class. In other words, presume that we will stay on schedule. Any necessary adjustments to the schedule will be announced in class. 

Salient scheduling statements

1. “Term Tuesday” will be every Tuesday—we will focus intently on a single term that will be useful in this course and future college experiences.  In other words, the terms we select for “Term Tuesdays” will be high frequency, important terms.

2. “Words Wednesday” vocabulary quiz will be every Wednesday—each short writing and each formal essay must include six or more vocabulary workshop words.

3. “Thoughts Thursday” will be every other Thursday—you will have a reflection blog task due before midnight.  You will type 300+ words reflecting on a concept we discussed, whether briefly or at length, that struck you as particularly fascinating and relevant.  I might offer a topic, but you may type on others.
MONSTROSITY WITHIN
Week 1 Lord of the Flies & literary criticism/theory with The Lion King 
MONSTERS OF THE MIND

Week 2 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest & Psychoanalytic/Freudian criticism/theory
Week 3 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest & Marxist criticism/theory










          Danuel Pipoly as
Week 4 One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest & Feminist criticism/theory
                 Piggy
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Week 5 Life of Pi & experimental fiction styles
Week 6 Life of Pi & authorial intention; “The Death of the Author”







Roland Barthes
Week 7 Life of Pi & literary devices
Week 8 Life of Pi & extracting themes

UNIT EXAM 1 Friday, March 1
MONSTROUS “HOMES”
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Week 9 The Bluest Eye and short stories 

     Suraj Sharma


Bierce’s & Faulkner’s supernatural

     as Pi Patel
Week 10 The Bluest Eye



    (Extra credit           


Chopin’s & Hemingway’s iceberg
          film in December)
Week 11 The Bluest Eye: novels & social change


To Kill a Mockingbird memories

MONSTRUM, MONEO, AND MANIFESTO
Week 12 Selected poetry: Confessional
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Lowell, Bishop, Sexton, Plath, Jarrell, Berryman…
Week 13 Selected poetry: Classical 


Yeats, Eliot, Poe, Shakespeare…

    Toni Morrison
Week 14 Selected poetry: Cool


    

Brooks, cummings, songs—form, meter, typography…
UNIT EXAM 2 Friday, April 12
THE GREEN-EYED MONSTER

Week 15 The Tragedy of Othello: The Moor of Venice


Acts I & II
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Week 16 The Tragedy of Othello: The Moor of Venice 


Acts III & IV
Week 17 The Tragedy of Othello: The Moor of Venice


Act V
Week 18 The Tragedy of Othello: The Moor of Venice


An explosion of articulation; a volcano of voice.

FINAL EXAM: __________________
    Irene Jacob as Desdemona
Other contact/technology information: 

· Facebook: “Brandon Valley Christensen” until you graduate.

I use Facebook.  I will not ask students to be “friends” on Facebook, but if you “friend request” me, I will accept.  I offer reminders, extra credit opportunities, and other class-related information in my “status.”  (I sometimes brag about my kids too.)  “Facebook friends” does not equal “actual friends.”  Yet, I will always be friendly online and in person, assuredly.  Typically, I login to Facebook every other night.  Technology is wonderful when used for productive purposes.  I use technology to offer students every avenue to get help.  “Matt Christensen” if you wish to keep in touch after you graduate.
· Website: http://mc053.k12.sd.us

Go to this site often to keep up with class.  I will link lectures, powerpoints, documents, notes, and handouts at this address.  I keep my lesson plans updated.  There are due date reminders at this site, too.  Extra credit opportunities may be found at the bottom of the lesson plans site.  There will be good reason to go to the lesson plans site: to check what you missed if you were gone, to predict what to do if you know you will be absent, and to get a vision of where the class is headed.

· Blog: http://scholarlynx.blogspot.com

You will have many blog tasks to complete throughout the school year.  These are homework.  We work on becoming “scholarly.”  I will announce that these tasks are posted at least a week in advance of their due dates, so you should be able to get to the library computers if you do not have one at home.  You may create a Google account, which allows you to login.  Or, you may simply submit as “Anonymous”; if you submit as “Anonymous,” you will need to type your name into your comment so I can identify and assess your work.  Email me blog tasks if for some reason you cannot access the blog.  As a last resort, blog tasks may be written on paper.  All blog tasks will contribute meaningfully to class discussions, essay progress, grammar workshops, and so on.  Some may require you to go on a “webquest” of sorts, reading sites to which I direct you and searching for information on assigned topics.  If a blog task is announced as being due on Tuesday, October 25, it must be completed at/before 11:59 p.m. on that day or it will be considered “late.”  Many colleges are using online formats to supplement class work; “Desire to Learn” (or D2L) and “Oncourse” are common programs used at universities.  Using this class blog will help you be ready for collegiate academic standards and collegiate independence, I vow.

· Wikispace: http://scholarlynx.wikispaces.com

I have linked nearly every handout, exercise, & powerpoint at this site so you may access what you miss, lose, or wish to see before units begin.  Click on the appropriate unit name on the left hand column of this wiki.  (A “wiki” is a site that many people can create & change collaboratively.)  I update/change documents often to improve your experience.  Sometimes, I may direct you to download documents from this site.  Go to it often.  

Work hard. Learn a lot.
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Ken Kesey
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